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same time, the hero of Christianity and his wars to
repulse the heathen Saxon tribes from the banks of the
Rhine and the repulse of Islam beyond the Pyrenees
reveal the religious spirit before everything else. His
relations with the Abbaside Caliph were, from his
point of view, nothing but the means to facilitate his
mission to fight Islam in Spain and to protect Chris-
tianity in the East.
These relations between Charlemagne and the
Abbaside Caliph are a story recorded by Prankish and
ecclesiastical chronicles, but no reference whatsoever
is made to it by the Arabic chronicles. The Prankish
chronicle relates that Charlemagne and Al-Rashid ex-
changed correspondence and embassies ; that Charle-
magne in order to strengthen friendship among them,
sent an embassy to Al-Rashid headed by a Jew named
Isaac accompanied by two noble Christians who died
on the way. Isaac alone arrived at the Baghdad Court
and presented to Al-Rashid the letters and presents of
the King of the Franks. Al-Rashid received him with
honour and welcomed the friendship of the Prankish
King, and sent him ambassadors carrying magnificent
presents among which were an Arabic tent, a water-
watch, silk clothes, objects of art in gold, a monkey,
an elephant and the keys of the Holy Sepulchre. Ac-
cording to certain Prankish reports Al-Rashid offered
the King of the Franks sovereignty over the whole of
Palestine, or granted him the kingdom of Jerusalem
only. But most of the records agree that Al-Rashid
merely sent to Charlemagne the keys of the Holy
Sepulchre and told him that, as Palestine was at a great
distance from the territories of the King of the Franks
and as he feared local revolts breaking out among the
Franks, if he sent some of his troops there, the Caliph
would himself undertake the protection of the Holy
Land acting for the King of the Franks and sending
him its revenue. Ecclesiastical reports affirm that
this offer was actually made, and some Saxon odes